
hold, I come] and agreed.”
That meant that a casual six-

month sabbatical to learn a little Eng-
lish would become a four-year educa-
tional commitment. Fr. Donatus need-
ed to become fluent enough to pass
the TOEFL exam so that he could be-
gin advanced studies in the United
States.

“That was the hard
part for me,” said Fr. Do-
natus. “Especially in the
second year. At first, it was
fun to be in a new place
and begin to learn a new
language. But by the sec-
ond year I was very frus-
trated. It took me three
tries to pass TOEFL.”

Without a passing
score, Fr. Donatus wouldn’t
be able to start the studies
in education. But on the
third try, he got the
required score and applied
to Cardinal Stritch, a uni-

versity based in suburban Milwaukee.
Although Cardinal Stritch is

based in Milwaukee, the program
which Fr. Donatus needed was only
offered in Madison, over an hour’s
drive from Sacred Heart Monastery
where Fr. Donatus lived. But soon Fr.
Donatus had both a travel and study
partner. Fr. Ignatius, a diocesan priest
from Indonesia, was also completing
his English studies and looking for a
graduate program in education.

The coursework was challenging
for both students. Designed primarily

fter almost four years of
study, and three since he visit-
ed his home country, Fr. Do-

natus Kusmartono, SCJ, is graduating
with a master’s degree in Educational
Leadership and returning to Indone-
sia.

Fr. Donatus was originally sched-
uled to begin a study sabbatical in
Sacred Heart School of
Theology’s ESL program
in 2005. However, a per-
sonnel need at home
forced him to postpone
the sabbatical for three
years. And then once he
was free to come to the
United States, another
personnel need changed
the sabbatical into a full-
blown graduate study
program.

“I was originally
coming to learn a little
English on my sabbati-
cal,” said Fr. Donatus.
Instead, he spent two years learning
English, and two more at Cardinal
Stritch University, where he did his
master’s program.

In recent years the Indonesian
Province has taken responsibility for
a number of schools, including sever-
al K-12s and one university. “But we
have very few people with the back-
ground needed to manage these
schools,” said Fr. Donatus. “When my
provincial superior asked me if I
would do studies in educational ad-
ministration I said ‘Ecce Venio’ [Be-

1

A
ver 500 SCJs from at least 50
countries have taken part in
Sacred Heart School of Theol-

ogy’s ESL program. This represents
almost a quarter of the worldwide
congregation. 

Some, such as Fr. Donatus
Kusmartono, SCJ, featured in this is-
sue, as well as Fr. Yulius Sunardi, SCJ,
who is the midst of his doctoral re-
search in psychology, continue from
ESL onto graduate studies. “Hosting
SCJs for advanced studies is a way
that the U.S. Province can support not
only the missions, but the Priests of
the Sacred Heart as a whole since
many of these men will go on to be
the leaders of our congregation in the
future,” said Fr. Tom Cassidy, SCJ,
provincial superior. 

Several members of the General Curia,
as well as SCJs who have gone on to
become bishops and provincial supe-
riors, are alumni of the ESL program
including Bishop Virginio Bressanelli
(former superior general and now
bishop of Neuquen, Argentina), Fr.
Léopold Mfouakouet, SCJ, provincial
superior of Cameroon, and Fr. Andreas
Madya Sriyanto, SCJ, provincial superi-
or of Indonesia. 

In this issue we share the stories of
three of our ESL alumni

Delay in sabbatical leads to
master’s degree in education

Several current and former members of
the General Curia are alumni of the ESL
program in the U.S. Province

O

Fr. Donatus Kusmartono
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for people who already had experi-
ence in education, Fr. Donatus said
that he and Fr. Ignatius sometimes
felt like they were playing “catch-
up” to their classmates. “But we
also learned a lot from their experi-
ences,” said Fr. Donatus. “They
added the ‘real life’ situations to
what we were learning in the class-
room.”

Language also continued to be
a challenge. Although both passed
their TOEFL requirements, English
was still very much a new tool. “So
we always did the class a second
time during the car ride home,”
said Fr. Donatus.

Fr. Donatus would record each
class and then play it back as the
two students drove from Madison
to Hales Corners.  “We would then
quiz each other to make sure that
we understood what happened in
class,” said Fr. Donatus. “This
helped both of us. But we were al-
so lucky that our teachers were
very supportive. Remembering
that there were international stu-
dents in the class they would ex-
plain terms that may have been

“We grew up with the SCJs be-
cause they lived in our house,” said
Fr. Donatus. “I would have never
thought of being a priest as anything
but an SCJ.”

The SCJs were a part of Fr. Dona-
tus’ family. Eventually, he and his
brothers became a part of the SCJ
family.

“My father was very proud of
our vocations and gave a speech at
each of our ordinations,” said Fr. Do-
natus. “Both of our parents were very
happy that we became SCJs.”

A year after Fr. Donatus began
his English studies at Sacred Heart,
his father died. Returning to Indone-
sia for the funeral in 2009 was his last
visit home.

The day after his December 17
graduation from Cardinal Stritch Fr.
Donatus flew back to Indonesia. It’s a
trip he had been looking forward to
for a long time.

“I enjoyed my time in the United
States and am very grateful for it; be-
ing here was a wonderful opportuni-
ty, especially being able to live in a
very international community and
getting to know people from around
the world,” said Fr. Donatus. “But
there were many things I missed, es-
pecially pastoral ministry.”

Before coming to the United
States Fr. Donatus had been a parish
pastor, a director of a retreat house,
worked with youth and served as a
chaplain to the Indonesian army and
the local police. But it was always
being with people in a parish that Fr.
Donatus missed the most while in
the United States.

“My first Easter here was very
hard,” he said. “I concelebrated Mass
at St. Martin of Tours but kept think-
ing all week of my confreres who
were so busy during Holy Week. It
was very different for me.”

But by the end of 2011 he was
back in Indonesia and “for the first
time I will celebrate Christmas Mass
in my home village,” he said. 

And in the new year he puts that
new degree to work in his first aca-
demic assignment at St. Antonius
School in Jakarta.

common to the others.
“Also, I write much better than I

speak English. My teachers saw this
and I was able to earn good marks on
my papers. This gave me confidence
in my studies.”

Fr. Donatus said that he is grateful
to volunteers with SHST’s ESL
program who often proofread his text,
helping him to fine-tune his papers.

Strong religious roots
Fr. Donatus is one of the congre-

gation’s three “Kus Brothers.” Fr.
Francis Kusmaryadi and Fr. Carolus
Kusmaryanto are also SCJs.  A fourth
brother studied with the community
but discerned his vocation elsewhere.
Fr. Kusmaryadi has served as district
superior of India and Fr. Kusmaryan-
to is a university professor and
researcher in bioethics.

Fr. Donatus has seven brothers
and sisters.

The family’s roots are in Java.
When Fr. Donatus was just a year old
his father, a teacher, was recruited to
come to the island of Sumatra to
teach. His family and four others im-
migrated to Lampung on the south-
ern tip of the island. There, they
quickly got to know the SCJs.

“Our house was next to the
church,” said Fr. Donatus. “When the
priest [an SCJ] came he would stay at
our house.”

The area where Fr. Donatus’ fam-
ily lived was served by a mission
outstation. An SCJ priest spent two to
three days a week in the area before
traveling back to the main parish.
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“We grew up with the SCJs... I would

have never thought of being a priest

as anything but an SCJ.”

-Fr. Donatus Kusmartono, SCJ

Over 400 members of the Priests of the Sacred Heart, including several who have gone on to serve                 

Fr. Donatus with fellow Indonesian and
classmate Fr. Ignatius



ust as Jesus sent people two by
two, we are sent to share the
Gospel in the Philippines,” said

Frater Sergio Matumoto, SCJ.
Sergio, along with fellow class-

mate, Frater Jonathan Schneiders, SCJ,
have been sent together by the Central
Brazilian Province to join the SCJ mis-
sion in the Philippines.

Their first stop on the way to Asia
was Sacred Heart School of Theology
in Hales Corners, Wis., where they
spent several months in the ESL (Eng-
lish as a Second Language) program.
They are now in Davao, a city in the
southern part of the Philippines,
where they are studying Tagalog, one
of the indigenous languages of the
country. In June they will begin their
theology studies.

“We are preparing to be ordained
for the mission that we will serve,”
said Jonathan.

English will be the primary lan-
guage for study, but Tagalog will al-
low the seminarians to do pastoral
ministry.
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U.S. Province is first stop in 
Brazilians’ missionary journey

                     as major superiors and bishops, have studied in Sacred Heart School of Theology’s ESL program

“Pastoral ministry is the best part
of formation!” said Jonathan with en-
thusiasm. “When we were in forma-
tion in Brazil we always did weekend
ministry, even in novitiate. It is how
we learn to be a priest and a religious
in a concrete way, in a practical way.”

“I enjoyed pastoral ministry in
Brazil,” said Sergio, “but I am excited
to do it in another country and to
learn about another culture.”

For both, a call to the missions has
gone hand in hand with their call to
religious life and the priesthood.  “I
always wanted to serve the missions,”
said Jonathan. “I want to know other
cultures.”

“Since the beginning, I asked my
superiors about going to the
missions,” said Sergio. “I was persist-
ent,” he added, laughing a bit and ad-
mitting that perhaps “I bothered them
a bit about it.”

Whenever a missionary would
come home to Brazil to visit he would
spend time with the students and talk
about his work and the people with

whom he ministered.
“Each time I heard one of these

missionaries speak, my desire for
the missions grew,” said Jonathan.
“Always I thought, ‘I want to be
like him!’ They were so happy, so
full of life. I wanted to know their
secret. It seemed like the happiest
religious were those serving in the
missions. They filled me with en-
thusiasm.”

It has taken a bit of time for
Jonathan’s and Sergio’s families to
understand their sons’ enthusiasm
for not only the missions, but reli-
gious life itself.

“My father had my whole life
planned for me,” said Jonathan.
And those plans did not include a
vocation to the priesthood or reli-
gious life. Jonathan’s brothers all
had careers in the military. His fa-
ther planned on him following in
their footsteps, or perhaps studying
law in preparation for elected office.

“From the time that I was 12 I
felt that I had a vocation but I re-
spected my father so I did not
speak about it at first,” said
Jonathan. But eventually, he decid-
ed that even though he respected
his father, he had to follow his
heart. After high school he looked
at several religious communities.

“But none of them seemed to fit
my vocation; I started to think that I
would have to found my own reli-
gious community,” he said. “Maybe

After English studies in the U.S. Province, Fraters Sergio Matumoto and Jonathan Schneiders are now
in the Philippines learning yet another language for ministry, and preparing for seminary studies. 

J“
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I didn’t even have a vocation.”
But then he learned about the

Priests of the Sacred Heart “and every-
thing clicked!” he said. Even Fr.
Dehon’s history was similar to Jon-
athan’s. The founder’s father was also
against his vocation and wanted him to
study law.

Sergio was a young adult when
he decided to follow his vocation. He
came to know the Priests of the
Sacred while he was in college, study-
ing math. “I prayed with them on Sat-
urdays and started to learn about Fr.
Dehon,” he said. “When I heard about
the community’s missions in Africa I
became excited and wanted to deepen
my relationship with the community.
I believe, as Fr. Dehon said, that mis-
sionary activity is a privileged form of
apostolic service.”

Just as with Jonathan, and Fr. De-
hon, Sergio’s father was not initially
in favor of his vocation.  “But my
mother supported it,” he said.

Now that his vocation is taking
him halfway around the world, both
parents, as well as his siblings, wonder
what Sergio is getting himself into.

“They ask me, ‘Couldn’t you live
your vocation close to home?’” said
Sergio. “They don’t understand it, but
I tell them that this is my vocation. To
be a missionary is my vocation.”

Friends and family tease Jonathan
and Sergio about their upcoming as-
signment. “Every day I open my
email and someone has sent me a
photo or news story of a natural dis-
aster in the Philippines,” said
Jonathan. “They tease me about giant
crocodiles and other crazy things. I
just laugh. You can encounter difficul-
ties anywhere, and not just
crocodiles!”

Both SCJs said that they were very
grateful for their experience in the ESL
program at Sacred Heart School of The-

sues, as well as with continued finan-
cial support. The province also assist-
ed the Philippines in setting up its de-
velopment program, including a seed-
money grant of $250,000.

Frs. Bene and Francis timed their
visit so that they could meet with and
accompany Jonathan and Sergio to
their new home in the Philippines.
Normally, said Fr. Bene, the district
only accepts ordained SCJs to join the
district (with the exception of mem-
bers of the district’s own formation
program which includes candidates,
novices and professed students from
other Asian countries). However, Fr.
Bene was impressed by the students’
enthusiasm.

Fr. Bene met Sergio when he was
visiting the Central Brazilian novitiate
last year. Sergio told him that he
wanted to be a missionary and asked
if it would be possible for him to go to
the Philippines. Initially, there was re-
luctance to send a young SCJ who
hadn’t even begun theology studies to
a mission country. But eventually, hes-
itation turned into enthusiasm. Soon,
Jonathan entered into the equation as
well and it was decided that the two
would go together to the Philippines.

Jonathan and Sergio will join a
rapidly growing district; they will
have plenty of company in the forma-
tion program. Currently there are nine
Filipinos in theology and 35 in philos-
ophy, along with several postulants
and novices.

And they will study in a country
that highly values education. “I have
never seen education placed in such
high regard as I have in the
Philippines,” said Fr. Bene. “Even in
the poorest of areas, places where the
people practically live in boxes next to
trash dumps, the students come to
school well-scrubbed and ready to
learn. Always the most beautiful place
in a community is chosen for the
school. And graduation is a big event.
I think that even kindergarten gradua-
tion in the Philippines is a bigger
event than college graduation in
Brazil!”

“We look forward to studying in
such an environment,” said Jonathan.

ology. “We improved our English,” said
Jonathan, “but more importantly we
experienced some of the many cultures
of the congregation. Being here in the
ESL program was the best preparation
we could have had. ESL is the perfect
place to learn about the congregation
and about living in another culture.
Here, it is like a ‘little picture’ of the
congregation. In the morning I would
have breakfast with someone from In-
donesia and at lunch I would sit at a
table with SCJs from Poland.

“I am a much better person
because of my time here and I have a
better idea of what it means to be an
SCJ, not just an SCJ from Brazil.”

On to the Philippines
In late September Fr. Jose Benedito

de Morases Machado (“Bene”), SCJ,
district superior of the Philippines,
and Fr. Francis Pupkowski, SCJ, the
district secretary and development di-
rector, came to the United States for a
visit. One of the reasons for the trip
was to update the Provincial Council
on the ministries and goals of the dis-
trict. The U.S. Province has supported
it with personnel for English studies
(Fr. Bernie Rosinski, SCJ, spent several
weeks there as an ESL instructor this
year), retreats, and administrative is-

“I am a much better person because of my time here and

I have a better idea of what it means to be an SCJ, not

just an SCJ from Brazil.”

-Frater Jonathan Schneiders, SCJ

Fr. Bene Machado, superior of the Philippines,
talks to the provincial council during his fall visit. 
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We remember...
As the year came to a close, SCJs in the United States
and Canada said good-bye to three of their members 

Fr. Jerry Clifford sharing a point during a 2010
province gathering.

Former professor, 
spiritual director dies

fter battling lung cancer for sev-
eral months, Fr. Jerry Clifford,

SCJ, died December 19 in St. Louis.
He was 78 and had just gone into hos-
pice care days before he died. 

Originally from Hartford, Conn.,
Fr. Jerry professed first vows with the
community in 1955 and was ordained
in 1961. Among the degrees he earned
was a doctorate in moral theology. He
studied at Catholic University of
America, Sacred Heart School of The-
ology and Marquette University.
Much of his priesthood was in
academics, teaching both undergradu-
ate and graduate level courses. “He
was a brilliant teacher, one of the best
I ever had,” said one SCJ. 

Outside of academics, Fr. Jerry
was very active in social justice issues
and served on the province Justice
and Peace Commission. He was also
involved in Sacred Heart Communi-
ties in Collaboration, an organization
of religious communities of men and
women dedicated to the Sacred Heart
who share a common spirituality of
the Heart. 

Fr. Jerry retired in 2005. Based in
the St. Louis area he was involved in
spiritual direction (after earning a

graduate certificate in spiritual direc-
tion from the Aquinas Institute of
Theology) and retreat work. He also
served as a chaplain at two state insti-
tutions for the mentally ill and at a
nursing home, and did weekend min-
istry in and around St. Louis. 

A

Long-time minister to
divorced and separated 
will be missed

ust weeks after celebrating his
85th birthday, Fr. Bill More, SCJ, a

member of the Canadian Region, died
on December 8.

Originally from the Netherlands,
Fr. Bill came to Canada in the mid-
1950s to teach at the SCJs’ minor sem-
inary in Delaware, Ont. He prepared
for the task by first earning a degree
at the University of Ottawa.

He taught at the seminary until it
closed its doors in 1969. Soon after, he
began ministry with the Family Life
Office in the Archdiocese of Ottawa.
Much of his work was with those
preparing for marriage, but after
some time with the office he realized
a need for ministry to the separated
and divorced. He did coursework at
Notre Dame University and became
increasingly involved in the aposto-
late as it developed in North America.

In Ottawa, he and a co-worker,
Marjorie Moore, held monthly
sessions for those coming to terms
with their separation or divorce. Fr.
Bill also produced a monthly newslet-
ter and several brochures to help peo-
ple deal with the challenges of a bro-
ken marriage and understand the
Church’s position regarding divorce.

“For those dealing with divorce

J

Fr. Bill was a voice of a loving and
merciful God,” said a member of his
Ottawa community.

Fr. Bill was also very involved
with the local Kiwanis Club.
In recent years Fr. Bill’s declining
health forced him to move to nursing
care but he continued to receive
many visitors from his days with the
Kiwanis and the archdiocese.

Fr. Bill made his first profession
with the Priests of the Sacred Heart in
1949 and was ordained to the priest-
hood in 1955.

Retired Toronto pastor well
remembered

r. Peter Bot-
man, 81, a

member of the
Canadian Region,
died November 3
in Toronto. In late
July, Fr. Peter was
diagnosed with
lung cancer. In
September, he had
extensive surgery
during which his
entire left lung
was removed. He had been recover-
ing in a rehabilitation unit after the
surgery, but after two weeks deterio-
rating health forced him to return to
the hospital; he was placed in inten-
sive care.

Originally from the Netherlands,
Fr. Peter professed his first vows in
1952 and was ordained in 1959. He
had been a member of the Toronto
community for many years. His min-
istries included the Neil McNeil
Home in Toronto; Sacred Heart Minor
Seminary in Delaware, Ontario; the
Catholic Children’s Aid Society in
Toronto; and as pastor at the parishes
of Immaculate Conception in Port
Perry; St. Joan of Arc in Toronto; St.
Anthony in Dartmouth, N.S.; and at
St. Patrick in Caledonia.

His funeral Mass was at St. Joan
of Arc parish in Toronto, where he
had been pastor prior to retirement.

F

Fr. Peter Botman
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International conferences bring SCJs together
Understanding and
adapting to
European secularity

ecularity” was the stated topic
of the SCJs’ European Confer-
ence, but the focus of the gath-

ering was much more than secularity
itself.  Instead, it was a
starting point for the
congregation to answer
the question:  “How
does the love of Christ
impel us –– Dehonians
–– to be present in Eu-
rope in its current reali-
ty?” 

The conference
brought together repre-
sentatives from each of
the European entities,
along with invited
guests from North
America. Meeting in
Clairefontaine, Belgium, from October
18-20, SCJs heard presentations from
professors and social analysts on the
changing culture of Europe, and how
the Church, faith and spirituality fit
into this new reality.

The theme of secularity took root
at the 2009 General Chapter where
SCJs in Europe noted the effect of sec-
ularity on the Church and expressed a
desire to better understand its impact,
especially as it affects vocations, min-
istry, and the members of the Priests
of the Sacred Heart themselves. 

Not antagonistic
Secularity isn’t a concept that is

antagonistic toward religion, said Dr.
Matthias Sellmann of Ruhr University
in Germany, one of the conference
presenters. While secularity can allow
for a freedom FROM religion, it also
allows a freedom FOR religion, for a
multitude of religious expression. Too

often, he said, the Church has reacted
to the modern world as did the fright-
ened disciples to Jesus on the stormy
sea, whom they thought to be a terri-
fying ghost. The world may be more
filled by the Holy Spirit than many
think possible. Secularity may in fact
be a new opportunity.

Sociologist Peter Martin Thomas
spoke of the various social milieux or
social contexts in which Europeans

live. He identified 12 such
contexts such as tradition-
alists, intellectuals, con-
sumer-hedonists, and ex-
perimentalists. Each mi-
lieu or context has differ-
ent expectations of the
Church and of the priest.
No one priest or religious,
no one community can
assume each role, or fulfill
each expectation of the
different milieux. There
are many paths. However,
this also means that there
are a multitude of possi-

bilities for the different talents of indi-
viduals and the many charisms of re-
ligious communities. 

To better know the needs of the
people, Mr. Thomas said
that the Church must lis-
ten. “Don’t just be a
Church that offers,” he
said, “be a Church that
listens and hears people’s
needs.”

Fr. Gilles Routhier, a
professor on the faculty
of Laval University in
Quebec, Canada, noted
that the transformation
from a world of yester-
day to what is now con-
sidered the “modern
world” is complicated.
But throughout history the world has
changed and there is always a sense of
loss for what was. However instead of
viewing a changing world as some-
thing that is in opposition to the

Church, the Church must dialogue to
be a part of and a response to a new
world. The world is not the enemy. As
incarnation of the Word, it bears
“traces” and “seeds” of the Word.

Relating to a changing world
The Church, and SCJs in particu-

lar, were urged not to view them-
selves as a “victim” of secularization.
If the Church’s impact on society is
less than at other times in history,
what is the Church’s responsibility for
this? How does the Church relate to
this changing world? How do the
Priests of the Sacred Heart build a re-
lationship to the modern world? The
Gospel, reminded Professor Routhier,
is present in all realities; it is in all
segments of society. 

The face of the congregation, as
with the rest of the Church, is radical-
ly changing. Numbers will continue
to diminish in Europe, while the pop-
ulation of the congregation grows in
the southern hemisphere and in Asia.
The congregation is challenged to be-
come less Euro-centric

Fr. General asked, “Do we have
the prophetic courage to respond to

change? Does the
weight of commitments
and structures hinder
the congregation from
being open to creative
solutions?”

It is important that
the Priests of the Sacred
Heart not fall into a
“survivalist mode,” said
Professor Routhier. The
community should not
become obsessed with
its number of vocations
but instead focus on
how it can express its

charism at this time in history in Eu-
rope. 

To do this, it is vital that individ-
ual SCJs and entities find ways to bet-
ter collaborate with each other, and

S“

Fr. Levi dos Anjos Ferreira
of the German Province

Sociologist Peter Martin
Thomas spoke of the
various social contexts of
Europe
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with other congregations and the laity.
Dehonians must look at new ways of
being present in Europe but also ex-
amine what the congregation does
well, such as ESIC in Spain, and work
to further develop such ministries. 

Fr. Leo John Dehon was a man who
insisted that the Church listen to the
modern world and the new realities
that it presents. Conference participants
were urged to continue this call of the
founder –– not only in Europe, but as a
congregation that is present throughout
the world. The concerns of one part of
the body are the concerns of the whole.

Daily reports and photos from the
conference are available on the province
website (www.sacredheartusa.org).
Look under “News and Events,” start-
ing with “Goal in Europe Still the
Same” through “The European Con-
ference on Secularity.”

Madrid Conference
was “Excellent, 
just excellent!”

t was one of the highlights of
my life with the community,”
said Fr. Ed Kilianski, SCJ. “Ex-

cellent, just excellent! Well organized.
And to meet with so many of our
SCJs from around the world – it was
really a shot of energy for me in my
vocation as an SCJ. Incredible.”

The strong words of praise from
Fr. Ed were about the November 18-
22 SCJ Justice and Peace gathering in
Madrid, Spain. Held at ESIC, the
world-renowned business school op-
erated by the Spanish Province, the
conference was split into two parts.
From November 18-19 approximately
200 people gathered – including ap-
proximately 25 invited SCJs from
around the world as well as ESIC stu-
dents – to learn about and discuss
Caritas in Veritate, the first social en-
cyclical of Pope Benedict XVI. Fr. Ed
represented the U.S. Province and Fr.
Peter McKenna, SCJ, represented the

Canadian Region.
Released in

2009, Caritas in Veri-
tate addressed the
Christian response
to global develop-
ment. The
document finds
even more
relevance today as
the world grapples
with economic con-
cerns that affect all.

During the sec-
ond part of the
gathering, Novem-
ber 21-22, Fr. Ed
joined other SCJs and collaborators to
“basically discuss reconciliation,” he
said. “How do we do reconciliation
on the local level in our communities;
how do we do it on a worldwide ba-
sis?”

SCJs focused on the need for col-
laboration – both internally among
SCJs within their entities and on an
international level – as well as collab-
oration with others.
“There is strength in co-
operation or collabora-
tion,” said Fr. Ed. “We
often returned to this
theme.”

Working in linguistic
as well as regional
groupings SCJ
participants discussed
reconciliation and collab-
oration, as well the 2000
General Conference in
Recife Brazil. The theme
of that conference was
“The Economy and the
Reign of God.” SCJs in Madrid
reviewed proposals that developed at
the conference. “Some proposals have
not been implemented so it was im-
portant to revisit what had come from
the conference,” said Fr. Ed.

“From the very first moment of
the meeting, many of the participants
affirmed the significance of previous
SCJ documents but indicated that we
are at such a critical, crucial moment
in our history that it is time for us to
adopt and implement a common col-
laborative SCJ justice, peace and rec-

onciliation plan of action for each
member and for the congregation as a
whole,” said Fr. Peter.

“We are approximately 2,200 De-
honians in 42 countries,” he continued.
“Think of the difference we can make
when and if we collectively are minis-
ters of reconciliation in whatever con-
text we find ourselves.”

From their discussions, the small
groups developed a num-
ber of proposals of their
own which appear in the
final document of the
conference.

“We had some very
good discussions, espe-
cially in regards to recon-
ciliation,” said Fr. Ed.
“But for me overall, the
most important part of
the gathering was the fra-
ternity that I experienced
among my SCJ brothers
from around the world.
The camaraderie and the

hospitality were incredible. It was also
eye-opening for me to learn from SCJs
in other parts of the world that many
of us struggle with common issues ––
good and bad. It was really an experi-
ence of ‘We the Congregation.’ I left
feeling energized about being an SCJ. I
met so many interesting members of
the congregation from all over the
world – bright young religious from
Africa and Asia, from all over.”

The final message from the confer-
ence is available at:

http://tinyurl.com/8xyntte

Participants at the Justice and Peace Conference in Madrid came from
Europe, North and South America, Asia and Africa. 

I“

“We are approximately

2,200 Dehonians in 42

countries. Think of the

difference we can make

when and if we 

collectively are ministers

of reconciliation in

whatever context we

find ourselves.”

-Fr. Peter McKenna
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Happy anniversary!
In November the South African

Province celebrated the jubilees of
three SCJs, two of whom are Ameri-
cans: Bishop Joseph Potocnak (50
years of vows) and Fr. John Strittmat-
ter (50th anniversary of priesthood).
Fr. Anthony Austin, SCJ, a South
African, also celebrated his golden
jubilee of vows. 

Bishop Joe was the principal cele-
brant; he was joined at the altar by
Bishop Michael Wustenberg of Aliwal
North and Bishop Adam Musialek,
SCJ, of De Aar, along with approxi-
mately 20 other priests. 

Following the liturgy, children
from a nearby school did traditional
Xhosa and Sotho dances and songs
and students from the SCJs’ pan-
African formation community in
Pietermaritzburg performed skits to
honor and thank the jubiliarians. 

Massive flood in the
Philippines

“At least 650 people died and more
than 800 are missing after the tropical
storm ‘Washi’ or ‘Sendong’ (the local
name) swept across the southern Philip-
pines,” wrote Fr. Francis Pupkowski,
SCJ, of the Philippine District. “A heavy
rain that lasted over 10 hours, begin-
ning on December 16, caused a massive
flood that affected many places on the
island of Mindanao.”

Thousands of houses were literally
swept away by the water or were very
heavily damaged. Several villages in
Cagayan de Oro were completely under
water. Many of the dead were swept
out to sea. Others were buried alive as
mud cascaded down mountain slopes.
Water levels rose three feet in less than
an hour, forcing thousands to climb on
to the roofs of their homes where they
huddled against wind speeds reaching
55 miles per hour.

The highest death toll is among
the children, disabled, and elderly
people. Up to 100,000 people might be
displaced. Many of the victims lost
everything they had. 

The SCJ Formation House in Alu-
ba, located in the upper part of
Cagayan de Oro City, was not affected
directly by the flood, except for lack of
electricity and internet connection.
However, the compound of the
Kasanag Daughters Foundation, the
SCJs’ shelter for abused women and

girls, was once again under water.
Most of the items in the buildings
were destroyed.  Fortunately, all the
girls and the staff were safely trans-
ferred to the SCJ formation house and
given shelter. 

“This has been one of the strongest
tropical storms that ever passed
through Mindanao,” added Fr. Francis.

New appointment
Bishop Virginio Bressanelli, SCJ,

has been named as Bishop of
Neuquen, Argentina. Bishop Virginio
is the fourth bishop of the diocese,
which was established in 1961. He re-
places Monsignor Marcelo Melani An-
giolo, who retired.

Former general superior of the
Priests of the Sacred Heart, Bishop
Virginio was born in southern
Argentina in 1942. Ordained a priest
in 1966, he was elected as superior
general in 1991. Fr. Tom Cassidy, U.S.
provincial, served as a general coun-
cilor during both of Bishop Virginio’s
six-year terms.

In 2005 he was named bishop of
Comodoro Rivadavia, and in 2010,
coadjutor bishop of Neuquén.

In the Episcopal Conference of
Argentina Bishop Virginio chairs the
Episcopal Commission on Consecrat-
ed Life, and recently was named the
conference’s vice president.


