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SCJ NEWS
Formation of the next generation
the responsibility of all Dehonians

SCJs and collaborators from around the world
gather at 8th General Conference in Germany

ver 80 people from around
the world gathered July 15-21
in Neustadt, Germany, for

“Educare,” the 8th General Confer-
ence of the congregation. Participants
included the major superiors of the
congregation’s provinces, regions and
districts, members of the general cu-
ria, and SCJ and lay educators from
four continents. 

Kathleen Donohue, principal of
St. Joseph’s Indian School in South
Dakota, and Michelle Cyr, who
directs the Séminaire du Sacré-Coeur
in Pointe-Aux-Chênes, Quebec, repre-
sented North America at the confer-
ence, along with SCJ Frs. Tom
Cassidy (U.S. Province) and Bill Mar-
revee (Canadian Region). 

After an informal get-together
Sunday evening, Fr. Claudio Dalla
Zuanna, SCJ, was the main celebrant
at the opening Mass on Monday

morning. It would be his only day
with the conference, a conference of
which he was instrumental in plan-
ning. 

On June 29, only weeks before the
conference was to take place, Fr. Clau-
dio was selected to be the next arch-
bishop of Beira in Mozambique. In-
stead of directing the General Confer-
ence as originally planned, Fr. Claudio
returned to Rome to prepare for his
new assignment. 

But before doing so, he
introduced the topic of the conference.
Its roots were in previous education
gatherings in Salamanca, Spain, par-
ticularly at a meeting in 2008 where
participants suggested that the con-
gregation reflect on education as a
fundamental piece of the Dehonian
charism. That suggestion grew into a
proposal approved at the 2009 Gener-
al Chapter.

“Education,” said Fr. Claudio, “is
the duty of all of society… To educate
is not simply an action of providing
instruction but a duty we all have to
contribute to the development of the
young, to help them find their way on
the path of life.”

“Educare” was the theme chosen
by conference organizers to describe a

O
Fr. José Ornelas Carvalho, superior general, con-
gratulates Fr. Claudio Dalla Zuanna on his ap-
pointment as archbishop of Beira in Mozam-
bique. Instead of directing the General Confer-
ence that he was instrumental in planning, Fr.
Claudio had to return to Rome after the first day
to prepare for his new assignment.

Participants of the 8th General Conference, July 15-21, Neustadt, Germany
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more encompassing view of educa-
tion that goes well beyond the class-
room. As Fr. Claudio emphasized, ed-
ucation of young people is the
responsibility of each person, each
Dehonian. Specifically for SCJs, all
Dehonians are called to help young
people develop a road map for life
based in Dehonian values. 

Presentations in the first days of
the conference laid the groundwork
for discussions on Thursday and Fri-
day, beginning with a presentation by
Fr. João Carlos Almeida, SCJ, on Fr.
Dehon as an educator. A member of
the Central Brazilian Province, Fr.
João is a professor in Taubaté, Brazil;
his doctoral thesis was on the educa-
tional philosophy of Fr. Dehon.

Fr. João said that for Fr. Dehon,
teaching did not simply mean trans-
mitting information. “It was about
developing a relationship between
instructor and student,” he said. A
good bond with a student, not fear,
rewards, nor punishment, is what he
believed was the most effective means
of educating. Education, for the
founder, was a way to transmit val-
ues.

Dehonian values
So what were the values that the

founder thought were important to
share with young people?

During his presentation on Tues-
day, Fr. John van den Hengel, SCJ,
said that these values –– Dehonian
values –– are rooted in the founding
story of the congregation. Fr. Dehon,
he said, came to believe that “love” is

Italy, spoke about the relationship of
youth and mass media.

The use of the internet has
changed the way information is both
disseminated and received. Prof.
Colombo gave the example of
Wikipedia versus Encyclopedia Britan-
nica. Britannica was created by special-
ists who decided what information
should be included in their encyclope-
dia. But the web has changed the way
people receive information. Wikipedia,
in many ways, has become today’s
Britannica. Yet it operates on a premise
opposite of Britannica. Wikipedia is
generated by users. Users are the ones
who decide what goes in it. 

The lesson in this is that pre-estab-
lished authority, such as that once
found in the Church, does not have
much worth on the web. Authority
now has to be earned. People decide
what is worth hearing, worth know-
ing. It is what he termed a “horizontal
authority.”

It is this sense of horizontal
authority that young people know and
embrace. 

Prof. Colombo also noted the im-
pact of social media on young people.
It encourages the constant sharing of
personal information, yet doesn’t nec-
essarily cultivate the development of
real relationships. But it is only in real
relationships where genuine commu-
nication takes place.

To reach youth, one must go to
them. Social media is good for initial
contacts, but it is only through the

a primordial value. “Belief in God’s
love is our founding story.”

In the previous education meet-
ings in Salamanca, three Dehonian
values were repeatedly identified: 1)
Adveniat Regnum Tuum (May Your
Kingdom Come), 2) Ecce Venio
(Behold I Come), and 3) Sint Unum
(Be One With Others). These values
again surfaced in individual question-
naires completed by SCJs prior to the
conference. 

But while there may be agreement
on what the Dehonian values are,
how do Latin phrases like “Sint
Unum” have any meaning to youth?
In follow-up discussions conference
participants emphasized the need to
translate Dehonian values into a lan-
guage that makes them relevant to
young people. 

“For young people to live in this
world they need to be given the
wherewithal to understand the com-
plexity of this world,” said Fr. John.
“Young people should understand
about social justice, about the possi-
bility of overcoming social conflicts,
about social reconciliation. They need
to become citizens of the world.”

Citizens of the world, with tools
for living, grounded in Dehonian val-
ues.

The impact of media
Professor Fausto Colombo, a pro-

fessor and researcher of communica-
tions, media, and politics in Milan

Fr. John van den Hengel and Kathleen Donahue
share music during the closing Mass.

Fr. Heru Ismadi, secretary general, gets caught up – literally – in an exercise about networking.
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building of “real” relationships that
there can be genuine impact on youth.

Later in the conference Fr. Antho-
ny-Francis Vincent, director of the In-
stitute of Practical Theology at the
Pontifical Salesian University in
Rome, said the same when he spoke
of the impact of parishes on youth.
“How can parishes be more fluid,” he
said. “We need to find more ways of
going to the people where they are,
not waiting for them to come to us.”

A holistic approach
Judith King, a psychotherapist,

group facilitator and adult educator
based in Dublin, talked about the need
for a holistic response to education.

“Education must involve the
whole person,” she said. 

Holistic learning begins by
acknowledging that one learns
through experience. Ms. King gave
the example of conference
participants. What they took away
from the General Conference began
with their ENTIRE experience of the
conference, including how they felt.
Were they sleeping well or not, exer-
cising or not, interacting well with
others?  

“The body does not simply carry
around the head,” said Ms. King. It is
an integral part of who a person is. 

Educators must consider the
many facets of knowledge, including
somatic knowing, or how one comes
to gain knowledge though one’s
physical experiences. There is also
emotional knowing, intellectual
knowing, contextual knowing, know-
ing through creativity and story-
telling, spiritual knowing and the
knowing that comes from the freedom
of play and recreation. 

“There is much truth to the
phrase that ‘without play, Johnny be-
comes a dull boy,’” she said. 

Education is often best received
when it is creative and fun. 

Issues and strategies
Following three days of presenta-

tions and reflection, several issues of
priority emerged. They were identi-
fied by conference organizers as me-

dia, schools, and parishes –
how are youth impacted in
these areas and how can
Dehonians have influence
on them?

In linguistic groups
participants discussed
and identified strategies
and actions for each is-
sue, as well as the traits
needed by Dehonian
educators.

In regards to me-
dia, there was unanimi-
ty regarding concerns about youth
and social media. While there are
abuses and dangers in it, social media
is not in and of itself an evil, or even a
negative aspect of society. However,
young people need formation and
guidance on the use of social media.
Young people need to learn how to be
critical consumers of mass communi-
cation. 

Dehonians also need to be present
in media, at times generating content.
The importance of communication on
all levels must be recognized in the
congregation.  

Concerning schools and universi-
ties, several groups suggested that
there be a common Dehonian curricu-
lum, something that could be devel-
oped and shared with schools around
the world. Fr. José Ornelas Carvalho,
superior general, said that Dehonians
must also be present on the university
level, not necessarily as administra-
tors or operators of universities, but
simply as a presence. International
meetings of educators should contin-
ue.

When it came to parishes, several
groups noted the importance of not
simply “waiting” for youth to come to
them, but to go to youth.  

Conclusion
Fr. Ornelas concluded the confer-

ence by talking about the week’s work.
“Educare goes to the root of our raison
d’être,” he said. “We can change the
world and educare is a privileged way
to achieve that change.”

He continued by noting the im-
portance of having lay educators with
the Dehonians at the conference.

“Having them here was not just win-
dow dressing,” he said. “They are an
expression of who we are and we can-
not carry out our work without a mu-
tual cooperation. The laity who work
with us are not a mere extension of us
but offer a unique insight into helping
us discover what a Dehonian, a De-
honian educator, is.”

It is important, he continued, to
think of this conference not as an end,
but as part of a continuing effort, be-
gun in previous gatherings, to
enhance the impact of the Dehonian
charism in the formation of young
people.

Photo albums from the gathering, in-
cluding individual pictures of partici-
pants, can be viewed at:
www.generalate.smugmug.com

Fr. Olav Hamelijnk and friends from Handrup
entertained conference participants during one
of the evening breaks. 
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Assembly begins with silver
and golden jubilee celebrations

s they did last summer, mem-
bers of the U.S. Province
kicked off their summer as-

sembly by celebrating the jubilees of
several of their members.

On July 9, SCJ Frs. Thomas Cas-
sidy, Mark Fortner, Patrick Lloyd and
Steve Pujdak celebrated 50 years of
vows with the Priests of the Sacred
Heart, and SCJ Frs. Don Barnd and
Bernie Rosinski noted their 60th an-
niversary as SCJs.

Fr. Tom Cassidy
Fr. Tom’s name is a familiar one

to many. Since 2007 he has served as
provincial superior of the U.S.
Province. He completes his second
three-year term in 2013.

Prior to his election as provincial,
Fr. Tom, 69, was president-rector of
Sacred Heart School of Theology in
Hales Corners, Wis. He served two
terms on the General Council in

Rome and before his first-term elec-
tion in 1991, he was on the provincial
staff for the U.S. Province. He came to
the Provincialate after serving as prin-
cipal and then as superintendent of St.
Joseph’s Indian School in Chamber-
lain, S.D.  Fr. Cassidy was also princi-
pal of Divine Heart Seminary in Don-
aldson, Ind., and spent several years
teaching.

From 2009 – 2011 he was
president of the Conference of Major
Superiors of Men (CMSM) in the Unit-
ed States (as is CMSM practice he was
president-elect the first year).

A Milwaukee native, Fr. Cassidy
was ordained to the priesthood in
1971.

Fr. Mark Fortner
Most of Fr. Mark’s years of priest-

hood, from 1969 – 1999, were spent as
a missionary in Indonesia. 

Originally from St. Louis, Fr.

Mark, 72, studied at Southeast Mis-
souri State College before entering the
SCJs’ Kilroe Seminary in Honesdale,
Penn. His M.Div. is from Sacred Heart
School of Theology (1968) and in 1993
he earned a Ph.D. in Pastoral Coun-
seling from Loyola in Baltimore, Md.
He was ordained to the priesthood in
1968.

After 30 years as a member of the
Indonesian Province Fr. Mark
returned to the United States perma-
nently in 1999. He was involved in
formation from 2000-2002, including a
year as novice master. In 2003 he
moved to Door County, Wis., where
he put his degree in pastoral counsel-
ing to work as a licensed psychothera-
pist.

Now retired, Fr. Mark is a mem-
ber of the Sacred Heart Community in
Franklin, Wis.

Fr. Pat Lloyd
Originally from the Philadelphia

area, Fr. Pat Lloyd, 70, was ordained
in 1969. As was the case for many
newly ordained priests at the time, his
first assignment had him back where
he started: at the seminary. From
1970-73 he was a teacher and vocation
recruiter at Divine Heart in Donald-
son, Ind.

From Indiana he moved to South
Dakota where he served for four
years at St. Joseph’s Indian School
and in pastoral ministry at St. Mary
parish in Lower Brule.

In 1979 Fr. Pat was named pastor
of St. Matthew parish in Houston, and
after a year’s sabbatical in 1985 at
Boston College, he became pastor of
Christ the King parish in Southaven,
Miss. After doing parish missions for
several years and ministry in South
Dakota, he returned to Christ the
King in 1999. There, he saw the rapid-
ly growing parish through the
construction of a new church.

In 2010 Fr. Pat was named pastor
of the four-parish cluster of St. Antho-
ny in Tigerton, St. Mary in Marion,
Holy Family – St. William in Witten-
berg and St. Mary in Leopolis, where
he continues to minister. All are locat-
ed in the Diocese of Green Bay.

The jubilarians: Fr. Bernie Rosinski (60 years), Fr. Mark Fortner (50), Fr. Don Barnd (60), Fr. Tom
Cassidy (50) and Fr. Pat Lloyd (50). Not pictured is Fr. Steve Pujdak who was unable to attend due
to recent surgery.

A
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Fr. Steve Pujdak
Fr. Steve Pujdak, 68, was born in

Brooklyn and like other members of
his profession class, he studied at Sa-
cred Heart Monastery/School of The-
ology but later went on to the
Catholic University of Louvain in Bel-
gium, where he earned a Ph.D. and an
STD in theology. He was ordained to
the priesthood in 1969.

His first full-time assignments
were in academics, initially serving as
a professor at SHST (1975-77) and at
Marquette University in Milwaukee
(1977-82). In 1983 he moved into
provincial administration as planning
director and then provincial secretary.

In 1988 he relocated to the Rio
Grande Valley, where he ministered at
Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Raymondville, Texas, from 1988-2004.
He joined the Sacred Heart Commu-
nity in Pinellas Park, Fl., soon after,
assisting with senior care and local
support ministry.

Skilled in sign language, Fr. Steve
has also done ministry with hearing
impaired Catholics.

Diamond jubilees
Just like Queen Elizabeth, Frs.

Don Barnd and Bernie Rosinski cele-
brate their diamond jubilees this year. 

Fr. Don, 90, is originally from
Morris, Minn., and entered the SCJs
after six years in the Navy.  Initially,
he served the province as a brother.
He ministered at St. Joseph’s Indian
School in South Dakota, the novitiate
at Ste. Marie, Ill., Divine Heart Semi-
nary in Donaldson, Ind., and Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Seminary in
Lenox, Mass., before volunteering for
the missions in South Africa in 1968.

Fr. Don returned to the United
States in 1970, and said that he
noticed a change in himself after
South Africa.  “I wanted to go back to
school,” he said.  Challenged by other
SCJs, he began to think about the
priesthood.  He entered Sacred Heart
School of Theology in 1975, and on
his mother’s 81st birthday in 1978, he
was ordained to the priesthood.  Years
later in his retirement, he returned to

school again and earned his
bachelor’s in religious studies from
Cardinal Stritch University in subur-
ban Milwaukee and a Master’s of Di-
vinity degree from SHST.

As a priest he served at the Kateri
Indian Center in Sioux Falls, S.D., at
St. Martin Church in Murdo, S.D., and
as a “help-out” priest in parishes too
numerous to list.

Fr. Bernie, 78, is doing what he
wanted to do for as long as he can re-
member. “I always wanted to be a
priest,” he said. “I have to clarify that
by saying that I wanted to be a
priest/pilot or a priest/fireman. I had
more youthful intentions for the voca-
tion when I was younger.”

Fr. Bernie was attracted to the
SCJs because he wanted to be a mis-
sionary. He never was able to fulfill
that dream (though did teach ESL in
the Philippines this year), but he said
that as a teacher for many years he
did the next best thing: he prepared
missionaries.

Except for a brief stint in
vocations, most of Fr. Bernie’s min-
istry has been academic or adminis-
trative. He taught at Divine Heart
Seminary in Donaldson, Ind., at De-
hon Seminary in Great Barrington,
Mass., and at Sacred Heart School of
Theology.

He later served as provincial sec-
retary, and for six years as a member
of the General Curia staff in Rome. He
has served on the provincial council. 

Fr. Bernie retired in 2007, but it
has been an active retirement. Fr.
Bernie served on the Lower Brule Pas-
toral Team in South Dakota, and con-
tinues to assist the general curia with
translation duties. He now lives with
the SCJ community at St. Joseph’s In-
dian School in Chamberlain, SD.

Photos:

A photo album from
the jubilee celebration
is available at: 

www.scjusa.smugmug.com

Wellness, JP issues
and finances focus
of province assembly

s noted in the previous article,
the Province Assembly began
July 9 with the jubilee celebra-

tions. The assembly continued
through July 12 at the Provincial Con-
ference Center in Hales Corners, Wis.

Each day of the assembly had a
theme, beginning with wellness issues
on Tuesday followed by an evening of
comedy. Comedy Sportz, an interac-
tive comedy team, gave an on-site
show. Among those who joined the
professional comedians on stage were
Fr. Johnny Klingler, SCJ, Fr. Dominic
Peluse, SCJ, and candidate Justin
Krenke. Informal reviews gave Justin
top honors for his impromptu
performance.

A lay person as JP director?
Justice and Peace was the theme

for Wednesday. Fr. Ed Kilianski, SCJ,
the provincial councilor responsible
for JP issues, began the day by talking
about the implementation of social
justice concerns in the province.
“Everyone on the Justice and Peace
Commission has full-time obligations
in other areas,” said Fr. Ed. “And that
includes me.”

If the province is going to give so-
cial justice concerns adequate atten-

Candidate Justin Krenke (right) takes his turn
on stage during an improv comedy show on
the second night of the assembly.

A
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tion, someone needs to have full-time
responsibility for Justice and Peace.
The council and the JPIC Commission
have discussed the possibility of hir-
ing a province Justice and Peace direc-
tor, and perhaps people on the local
level to focus on concerns particular
to an area, such as Native American
issues in South Dakota or the
concerns of African-Americans in eco-
nomically depressed areas of Missis-
sippi.

If an SCJ is not available for one
of the JP positions, the council is open
to hiring a non-SCJ. “Already we are
hiring people from outside of the
community to collaborate with us,
such as the new president-rector of
Sacred Heart School of Theology and
the office manager at Vocation Cen-
tral,” said Fr. Ed. “As our numbers
diminish, we have to look at new
ways of continuing the ministries and
concerns that are important to us.”

The impact of social concerns
on Fr. Dehon

Fr. John van den Hengel, SCJ, vic-
ar general, spoke about Fr. Dehon and
the impact of social justice concerns
on him, his charism and his ministry.
As a priest he felt constrained by
parish ministry and became active in
addressing the social concerns of his
day. He wanted to move beyond help-
ing individuals in a parish to working
with other facets of society (such as

business leaders and politicians) to
make structural change, better the
lives of workers, and thus, their fami-
lies. Workers, he saw, were victims of
a new social order that grew out of
the early development of the global
economy.

Fr. Dehon was not just a spiritual
innovator, said Fr. John, but a part of
the larger picture of a spiritual move-
ment. He recognized the social
dimension of the Sacred Heart.

“Everywhere we [SCJs] have gone
there has been a sensitivity to social
issues,” said Fr. John. “This is some-
thing given to us by Fr. Dehon.”

Money makes the world go
around

The final morning of the assembly
focused on financial concerns. Dn.
David Nagel, SCJ, province treasurer,
not only gave an overview of the state
of province finances but spoke about
what it means to use money as a reli-
gious.

“We do what we do because of
our donors,” he said. “We must live
with a sense of thankfulness to God
for what we have.”

He reminded SCJs that it can take
the gifts of many benefactors to raise
$20,000, the average price of a new
car. This is something SCJs must keep
in mind, he said. Money spent is not
simply one’s personal money, but a
resource provided by the generosity
of many.

One of the growing financial ar-
eas of responsibility for the U.S.
Province is the support of the foreign
missions. For the next fiscal year $2.06
million is budgeted for mission needs.
This includes ensuring the support of
SCJ ministries in India, Vietnam, the
Philippines, South Africa, Congo and
Indonesia.

Photos
A photo album from the confer-

ence is available on the province pho-
to site: www.scjusa.smugmug.com

SCJ returns as
bishop to place
where he “learned
to be a priest”

s noted in
the opening

article on the Gen-
eral Conference,
Fr. Claudio Dalla
Zuanna, SCJ, 53,
has been appoint-
ed archbishop of
Beira in Mozam-
bique. He replaces
Archbishop Pedro Goncalves, 75, who
headed the archdiocese since 1976; he
is now retired. 

Fr. Claudio ministered in Mozam-
bique from 1985 until he was elected
to the General Council for the first
time in 2003. He was reelected in 2009
and named vicar general.

“When I came to council I brought
my experience of the Church and con-
gregation from Africa,” he said in an
interview in 2011. “Almost all of my
priesthood had been in Africa, it is
where I learned to be a priest.”

A member of the North Italian
Province, Fr. Claudio served in pas-
toral ministry in remote areas of
Mozambique, as well as in formation
and province administration. During
the 1996-97 academic year he was a
student in Sacred Heart School of
Theology’s ESL program. He follows
several other SCJ ESL alumni who
have been named as bishop including
Bishop Virginio Bressanelli, former
superior general.

Fr. Claudio was born in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, to Italian parents.
As a boy he returned to Italy. He pro-
fessed his first vows in 1978 and was
ordained in 1984.

On July 5, Fr. John van den Hen-
gel, SCJ, was named to replace Fr.
Claudio as vicar-general. A member
of the General Council, Fr. John is
professor emeritus in theology at St.
Paul University in Ottawa, Canada;
he was also a theological consultant
for over 30 years to Canada’s Nation-
al Office of Religious Education. 

The archbishop-elect

A

Fr. Byron Haaland was the main celebrant of
one of the assembly Masses.
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NEWS
SCJRemembering Br. Tim Murphy

r. Timothy Murphy, SCJ, died July 12 in Milwaukee.  He had
been hospitalized since July 1st after suffering a seizure, and
later, a heart attack. He was 74 years old, professed his first

vows in August, 1965, and his final vows in August, 1968.
His first assignments were in vocation ministry at the communi-

ty’s high school seminaries, first at Immaculate Heart of Mary Semi-
nary in Lenox, Mass., from 1965-1967, and then at Divine Heart Sem-
inary in Donaldson, Ind., from 1968-1979.

In 1980, he moved to Raymondville, Texas, where he served on
the parish team that ministered in the Rio Grande Valley, based out
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Raymondville.

In 1984 he began his longest ministry assignment, serving
retired priests and brothers at the Sacred Heart Retirement Commu-
nity in Pinellas Park, Fla.

In 2010 he moved to Franklin, Wis., first joining the Villa Maria
community, and last year, moving with the community to Sacred
Heart at Monastery Lake.

Missed by many
Soon after learning of the death of Br. Tim,

Fr. Mark Mastin, SCJ, wrote the following re-
flection:

“Br. Tim was probably one of the most
liked SCJs by all of the students at Donaldson
during my era of 1971-75; no offense to those
other great men who were there.  He was one
of those unique individuals who seemed truly
interested in all of the students and who never
tried to play favorites.  He spoke our
language.  You could talk to Br. Tim in confi-
dence and he usually gave you great advice.  I also remember his
dog Toby. Br Tim and his dog were inseparable.

“Br. Tim was noted for frequently taking a few of us to various
events or just a night on the town for a movie or ice cream.  He
knew that being cooped up all of the time at the school was not al-
ways a good thing for us. 

“I remember Br. Tim’s truck as being pretty cool.  It was a hard
covered truck with benches built into the flat bed.  One could open
up one of the bench compartments to reveal soft drinks and
snacks.  Just those small acts that he did for us made our seminary
stay enjoyable. His acts of kindness diminished the loneliness that
we young men can experience when living so far from home.  

“Finally, many of us remember Br. Tim as the muscle man.  He
looked like a body builder and was quite strong.  I remember visit-
ing him in Florida in 2003 and saw a man still physically fit and
hoped that I could look that fit when I reached his age.

“Since my years at Donaldson and onward, Br. Tim kept in
touch with me and many of those from my high school era. I will
miss his yearly Christmas cards.  I am certain that all who knew him
will miss his caring nature.  God bless you Br. Tim.”

B

Army chaplain soldiers on
Fr. Mark Mastin, SCJ, is coming to

the end of his first year as an Army
chaplain at Schoefield Barracks on the
island of Oahu in Hawaii. He recently
wrote about his service:

“I really feel honored to do this
ministry,” he began. “Every time I
look at the photo I have of Fr. Dehon
helping soldiers during the war of his
era, I cannot but think how he and I
are connected. We share the same de-
sire to help soldiers regardless of the
reason for war. We both have felt sad-
dened by what war does to the soul
and spirit of people. We both have felt
a purpose in some small way of bring-
ing the presence of God or at least a
sense of peace and consolation to
those afraid and feeling depressed,
discouraged or emotionally or physi-
cally injured because of war. Finally,
he must have felt the loneliness of be-
ing separated from his community
members, family and friends…

“Is it hard?  Yes! There days that I
can feel drained and exhausted when
trying to help a soldier, or help a fami-
ly member cope with an issue of sui-
cide, death, tragedy, deep emotional
and psychological problems,
sacramental preparations, etc.

“But yes! I have good days and
experiences when I feel that I have
made a difference.”

Read Fr. Mark’s full reflection at:
www.scjusa.wordpress.com.

Also on the blog
Fr. Tim Gray, SCJ, is spending the

last part of his sabbatical in South

Br. Tim Murphy, SCJ
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America, living and ministering with
our SCJ communities there. On July
15 he wrote the following blog post
from the Brazilian state of Maranhão:

“On July 9 I arrived in Maranhão.
The SCJs came to this neglected, un-
derdeveloped state 43 years ago…

“I hitched a ride with a priest and
two seminarians to Santa Lucia. After
a five hour ride, slowing for each of
the dozens of speed bumps which
mark the entrance to each village
along the way, we arrived at 2:30 a.m.
The sleepy town, the lonely church,
the dogs sleeping among the weeds
growing in the middle of the street
told me I was in for a culture shock.
Seeing things the next morning in the
light of day did not do much to
change my impression that this was a
place forgotten by the outside world.

“Except for the SCJs.
“The dedication of the SCJs in

this city (I wanted to say remote city,
but there are many places much fur-
ther down the road) has contributed
to the establishment and growth of
180 base communities; 40 in Santa Lu-
cia and 140 in ‘the interior.’ Most of
these communities have Mass cele-
brated twice a year. In the rural com-
munity I visited, as with most others,
a small chapel built by the communi-
ty members themselves is home to
Bible study classes, catechetical
instruction, and local celebrations…

“I visited two of the six other
parishes, which also struggle to

as a congregation
define our future
path.”

Fr. Ornelas
spoke about the
congregation’s
theme for the
year:
“internationality.”

“If we were
not an international congregation, if
we were not guided by an
international mission, we would not
be here as we are today,” he said.

Reports from the meetings are
posted at: www.dehon.it/en

Moving in
On August 1 Sacred Heart at

Monastery Lake welcomed its first
lay residents, and Mass was celebrat-
ed for the first time in the main
chapel on August 5.

There has been a lot of interest in
the apartments and the state has al-
ready approved plans for the third
wing of SHML. It is expected that
work will begin at the end of the
month on the second section of public
apartments. 

For information about rentals 
at Sacred Heart at Monastery Lake, 

or to tour the site, 
call 414-409-4848 or email 

sacredheart@oakbrookcorp.com

stretch resources. One has a parish
retreat center — it was the third one
that I have seen so far! Amazing! In
Mississippi we had to drive hours to
find a diocesan retreat center, and
three of our parishes here have one
within walking distance. Of course,
the dormitory here is a room with 40
hooks for hammocks… but there is an
adequate kitchen, and rooms for
talks, and a chapel. The commitment
to formation of leaders is so evident.

“Two of the parishes also have
their own local radio stations! In
places with so little entertainment,
that is a great ministry.”

Fr. Tim posted several reflections
on the province blog during his trav-
els. Again, go to www.scjusa.word-
press.com to read more. 

Embracing internationality
Taking advantage of the fact that

all of the major superiors of the con-
gregation were in Neustadt for the
General Conference, the general ad-
ministration called for a three-day
meeting with them July 23-25.
Approximately every two years the
general curia and major superiors
come together. The last such meeting
was in Autumn, 2010.

“The idea is that this assembly
[the major superiors] can function
like the senate of the congregation,”
said Fr. José Ornelas Carvalho, supe-
rior general. “We count on your criti-
cal and creative capacities to help us

Fr. General
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