
 Every instrument of communi-

cations seeks for something that causes 

impact. A TV program, a newspaper, a 

piece of art, a photography, a movie, a 

magazine, an article, an ESLWNews are 

all producers of ideas that expect reac-

tions from their public. Here, impact 

means to express a context that influ-

ences, adds, or at least makes you think 

about a topic, an insight, no matter 

whether you agree or not. 

 The last editions of our 

ESLWN brought us some reactions, 

comments, and also suggestions from 

our readers. For us, even the disagree-

ments have been positive because these 

are signs that our topics or style are im-

pacting. That is part of our objective. 

 Each author has been responsi-

ble for his topic and some of them have 

taken advantage of this opportunity to 

build, to develop their ideas every week 

writing progressive articles. This is the 

case of Adam who chose introduce to us 

the concept of Ubuntu. He continues 

developing this idea this week and we 

can say that only those who did not read 

his column haven’t reached for such 

high values and valuable job. 

 If you put all the Philemon’s 

articles together, you will have a paper 

about Proverbs already divided into chap-

ters. His ideas have been developed pro-

gressively and this week he writes about a 

subject that brings us humanity. Take a 

look there. 

 Sergio has the ability to pick a 

current event and to drop into it Christian 

seeds of reflection and arguments. That 

has been his job and this is what you will 

find in his section about the intriguing 

beauty contest Miss Universe. Give a 

glimpse there and be impacted.  

  In addition, who is not impacted 

when keeping in touch with someone’s 

history and lifestyle? If you don’t like 

people, read our interview at least to 

know a little about Mexico from someone 

who came from that amazing country. 

The seminarian David is sharing with us 

his culture this week.  

 As you know, to impact implies 

to involve, to include. You will feel it 

identifying yourself reading Robert’s re-

flections from the Sunday’s Gospel. It is a 

perfect example of an article that seeks 

for impact its readers. Read it, see it, and 

impact us.  

We Continue Impacting! 
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 Dear Reader, did you find 

the concept of Ubuntu interesting? 

I hope you did. This time I would 

like to share with you another 

thought. In Africa there is often a 

situation when people talk highly 

about others. They say, emwa 

motho ona le botho, which means 

“this person has Ubuntu.” The important 

thing to know is that not everyone 

can be referred to as having Ub-

untu. So then what does it mean, 

having or not having Ubuntu? Let 

us have a look and see what others 

are saying on this topic. 

 Angl ican Archbishop  

Desmont Tutu in one of his writ-

ings stated that “those who are 

referred to as having Ubuntu are 

people who are generous, hospita-

ble, friendly, caring and compassion-

ate. These people have a great sense 

of sharing with others what they 

have. A person with Ubuntu [does 

good deeds], because this person 

understands the values of human 

life” (1999). Mulemfo supports this 

explanation, saying, “the particular 

person would fear to commit any 

transgression, dishonesty or inhuman 

acts such as abuse, rape, crime, rob-

bery, discrimination, etc…” (2000). 

Then it can be said that a person who 

has Ubuntu is the one who makes an 

effort to bring peace and harmony to 

his/her surroundings. It happens be-

cause this person cares and is deeply 

concerned about others. Such a per-

son “is open and available to others, 

affirming of others, does not feel 

threatened that others are able and 

good, for he or she has a proper self-

assurance that he/she belongs in a 

greater whole and is diminished (…), 

when others are tortured or oppressed 

or treated as if they were less than 

who they are,” said Abp. Tutu 

(1999). 

 In South 

Africa people who 

are recognized as 

having Ubuntu are: 

Nelson Mandela, 

the already men-

tioned Abp. Tutu, Mother Theresa, 

and many others. Perhaps you have 

someone around you of whom you 

can say, “he/she has Ubuntu.” 

 

Based on research done by Joshua Mpiti, SCJ 

On September 28
th Sacred Heart School of Theology will have “The Cultural Fair”.  It will 

be organized by all the students of the ESL program who came from different parts of the world: 

Mexico, Cameroon, Brazil, Korea, Democratic Republic of Congo, Poland, Guatemala, Indonesia, 

Vietnam, Venezuela, and Burundi. 

You are invited to stay that day and enjoy it with the ESL students, learning about their cul-

ture and customs. It is very important for you; there will be images from the countries, food, clothes, 

music and much more. 

This interesting event will be in the dining room at Sacred Heart, do not plan anything that 

day,  because it is only for you.  

Who Does Have Ubuntu? 

By Adam Maslowski, SCJ (Poland) 

ESL Announcements  

Cultural Fair Is Coming 
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 P h i l o s o p h i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  

  B y  P h i l e m o n  K o n g o ,  S C J ( C o n g o )  
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                 "The doctor treats a  
     patient and not a disease" 

 

 Reflecting on this statement 

and relying on medical experience, it 

seems difficult to separate the terms 

ill, health, nursing, and care. In other 

words, the nurse has a key role in 

delivering health care and everyone 

knows this is important in maintain-

ing our society. As a health educator 

and care giver, the nurse has the duty 

and obligation to use his knowledge 

and apply his skills to those people 

whose physiological, psychological, 

and even spiritual needs are greatest: 

the sick. 

 In fact, a patient is a human 

being. Based on the analysis method-

ology, a patient is a person who 

needs care and requires our attention. 

The questions are: Why care? Which 

treatments? And how is the care pro-

vided? In striving to answer these 

questions, we must apply the medical 

concepts that we have learned to ac-

commodate the sick. It is important 

to consider all of the medical, psy-

chological, and spiritual possibilities 

to discover the evil suffered by the 

patient. And as we investigate these 

options, we have a useful guide that 

helps us to find out why we can call 

someone a sick one. The introduction 

of disease is an infection of a microbe 

in the body, which can cause deterio-

ration in health. On the other hand, 

the care we provide to a sick person is 

not always due to disease. This can be 

illustrated by the care that we can 

bring to a "street child" or an unclean 

homeless person. Treating such a 

person means to wash, and perhaps 

provide new, clean clothing. Howev-

er, if skin fungus is discovered, then 

we treat this infection. It is the same 

for the mother who breastfeeds her 

baby. She cares for the child by wash-

ing his diapers so the child does not 

get sick. The mother is trying to pre-

vent disease. This means that the care 

we can give to someone is not only 

for the treatment of disease, but also 

to prevent illness and keep us in good 

health. 

Admittedly, this is to target 

each term and give the meaning of 

each fact that these words express. 

The nurse (AD) is a person who has 

acquired basic medical knowledge, to 

be able to assume responsibility for 

all the care required in promoting 

good health, disease prevention, and 

to care for patients. 

The patient is a person 

whose health is impaired. Disease has 

altered the health or normal function 

of one or more body organs. The care 

we provide them is to ensure the well

-being and future good health of 

someone. Thus, the nurse cares for 

the patient and not a disease. How to 

understand this? 

 Upon the arrival of a patient 

at the health center or hospital, the 

nurses attempt to determine how to 

best accommodate the needs of this 

patient. They greet the patient and 

introduce themselves by name. They 

explain hospital procedures. And with 

a smile, they may say comforting 

words, offer advice, etc. They are 

creating an environment that facili-

tates and encourages communication 

with the patient. 

 In conclusion, we recognize 

some truth in this statement "the doc-

tor treats a patient and not a disease," 

in that the agent or nurse should first 

consider the psychological or spiritual 

needs of the patient before thinking of 

remedies or medicines that may be 

given him. It is important to remem-

ber that this patient is a human being 

who needs above all to communicate 

with the caregiver. 

 



    B i b l i c a l  C o m m e n t a r y  

        By Jean Robert Bigirimana (Burundi)  

the Kingdom of heaven as a salary 

that one will receive from God be-

cause one shall have worked hard for 

it. The truth is that access to heaven is 

a gift from God to his followers be-

cause it is not affordable; by our-

selves we can't do anything to de-

serve it. Hence there is no need to: 

 Take pride in our devotion, our 

sacrifices or anything we do or 

we have done to bring about the 

Kingdom of God on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Compare ourselves to others in 

order to judge them and conclude 

that because we are more com-

mitted than them we will then be 

better treated in Kingdom of 

heaven. Heaven will be a gift, 

not a right deserved for anyone 

who shall have access to it. 

 2. This parable also invites 

us to reconsider the spirit with which 

we accomplish the mission that God 

has entrusted to us, for it is as im-

portant as our deed. In this parable 

the laborers who had started working 

since early in the morning seemed to 

be angry because they bore the day's 

burden and the heat. In principle, 

working for the coming of the King-

dom of God on earth, which is the 

mission of every Christian, should 

not be felt like a chore for us. Of 

course, accomplishing the mission 

that God entrusts to us requires some 

sacrifices. But there is a joy that 

comes from all Christian devotion, 

and the more we are devoted to 

Lord's work the more and the more 

we should become realized ourselves, 

the more we should have joy and 

happiness. For access to heaven will 

ultimately be a crown of the happi-

ness that we will already have had on 

earth. Indeed, by entrusting us with 

his mission, God's purpose is not to 

profit but rather to allow us to im-

prove ourselves. In other words, 

working for the coming of the king-

dom of God on earth is not, strictly 

speaking, working for God himself, 

but working for self-realization, and 

that should bring us joy.  

 If this is not the case for me, 

if my Christian mission seems to be a 

chore, there is something wrong with 

my Christianity and it should be 

changed absolutely. 
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The Spirit With Which We 

Work For The Kingdom of 

Heaven Is Equally Important 

That Our Efforts To Bring 

About The Kingdom of God.  

  

  In the Gospel of Sunday, 

September 18th, the Kingdom of 

heaven   is compared by Jesus to a 

landowner and laborers hired for his 

vineyard. When it was evening the 

laborers were summoned to be given 

their agreed pay. Those who worked 

from early morning, seeing that they 

received the same amount as those 

who had worked only a short time 

before the end of the day, grumbled 

against the landowner of being un-

fair. Then Jesus concludes the para-

ble with these words: Thus the last 

will be first, and the first will be last. 

 In my understanding, two 

important lessons are to be learned 

from this parable specifically ad-

dressed to his disciples.  

 1. We must learn from this 

parable that, of course, the realities of 

this world may be helpful for us to 

figure out the reality of the Kingdom 

of heaven. About these two realities, 

one can always make comparisons 

but it would be completely an error to 

try making transposition. In this case, 

we should not expect the access to 



We talked for one 

hour and a half in 

a cold night that 

gave us opportuni-

ty to share good 

and bad moments 

of life. David Avi-

la Aguilar, 25 

years old, is a 

sincere guy who 

shows himself in 

this interview honestly. 

 

What can you tell us about Mexico?  

Mexico means water flower in the naua 

language. These days, September 15th 

and 16th, we are celebrating Mexico’s 

independence to remember the day 

when a priest called Miguel Hidalgo y 

Costilla began the revolution, ringing a 

bell and inviting people to fight for 

civil rights against the Spanish monar-

chy. Farmers, Indians, and slaves 

fought for two days. My region had a 

certain importance in those events. 

Where were you born? 

 I was born in Zacatecas, Villanueva 

Province. Twenty years ago we had 

many mines and miners exploring for 

silver. Nowadays the economy there is 

supported by barley and tourism. My 

city has old architecture full of build-

ings made of rocks and stones.  

What are the traditions that you ob-

serve in your region? 

Mexican people are festive and tradi-

tional, especially in the Church for the 

sacraments. For example, when some-

one is baptized, the godfather throws 

money to the people, so anyone can 

pick it up. In addition, when a boy 

wants to ask a girl to marry him, he 

serenades her. It is to introduce the par-

ents of the new couple to each other. It 

is an old tradition that still happens, 

besides many others. 

Some traditions are linked with some 

places, aren’t they? 

Yes. Mexico City is 

an example. There is 

a pyramid of the 

Aztecas where peo-

ple go on May 21st, 

which is the begin-

ning of Spring, dressed in white clothes 

to get good energy. On this same day, 

people go to Yu-

catan to see a 

snake’s shadow. 

The position of 

the sun makes a 

shadow of a 

snake on a Maya 

pyramid that you see only on this day 

moving according to the sun’s move-

ment upon the pyramid. 

What would be a good symbol from 

your homeland? 

The eagle in the Mexican flag eating a 

snake represents knowledge and divinity. 

There is a story that someone saw an 

eagle eating a snake in a specific place, 

then he thought that this was a holy 

place. After this he decided building a 

city there, Teotihuacan.  

What about your family?  

I grew up just with my mother and an 

older sister. My father lives and works 

here in the US as a mason. I’m not a 

home boy. When I go to Mexico I spend 

some time with my uncles and friends 

also.  

Which places do you have to go to? 

In the past I took part in a gang just for 

fun in my neighborhood. It is not easy to 

escape from this reality when you live in 

a very poor and dangerous area. Some of 

my friends face difficult situations be-

cause they don’t have their families sup-

porting them, nor do they know their 

fathers. Since they are teenagers they 

must be responsible for themselves, and 

then they fall into drugs, it is hard. 

What is the hardest concrete situation 

you have faced among them? 

Seeing a friend commit suicide is awful. 

I had a genius classmate that simply 

committed suicide, but nobody knows 

why. Another friend of mine whom I 

sometimes accompanied to school also 

did it. He had everything, he was a popu-

lar guy, had money, but he was addicted 

to marijuana. Every ten minutes he 

smoked some.  

Did you accompany him in his vice? 

He offered it to me a couple times but I 

denied, then he respected me. Later I 

learned he committed suicide. 

ESL WEEKLY PEOPLE 

By Jonathan Schneiders, SCJ (Brazil)  
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Why did you choose priesthood? 

I don’t know! I went to Arkansas for an 

experience in the seminary two years 

ago and I knew a priest whose life 

showed me good examples. Then I real-

ized that I also could help people in the 

same way. 

How did you work before being semi-

narian?  

I worked washing big trucks, cleaning 

them inside, for one year. It was very 

hard because people were demanding. 

Later, I worked in a company that buys 

and sells books, driving a fork-lift for 

five years. 

What is something about being a semi-

narian here in SHST that amazes you? 

I like two things in the seminary. I can 

discover myself and meet God in 

someone’s personality and talents. For 

some reason God put people beside me 

to teach me something, so I’m always 

learning in the seminary. 

What is something that annoys you? 

People who think that they are more 

important than others irritate me.  

What is something that pleases you? 

Supportive people. When I do something 

good and I am recognized for this. 

Who do you admire most? 

I admire Monsignor Scoth Friend from 

Little Rock because he is an American 

who understands Hispanic people. He 

tries making two different cultures live 

together. He unites people and avoids 

discrimination.  

In which other field would you like to 

work?  

I’d like to be a moviemaker or movie 

producer. 

 

What would you like to recommend 

for the students? 
Book: Alquimista (Paulo Coelho)  

Movie: Life is Beautiful  

Menu: Posole (little corn and beef with 

onion and cabagge) 

Drink: Agua Miel (cactus’ water)  

Destination: Yucatan, Mexico 

Band: Mana     

To finish, please, give us a tip to im-

prove in English. 

Spend time talking to native people.   

  

Yucatan  

Mexico City 



 Last Monday was the 

Miss Universe beauty contest in 

São Paulo, Brazil. The most beauti-

ful women in the world were there 

according to each national pageant. 

The last five to qualify had to an-

swer one question from the jury by 

raffle. They had obviously already 

prepared their answers, but the 

answer of the winner, Miss Ango-

la, was surprising.  

 She was questioned about 

what part of her body she would 

like to change and she answered 

nothing, because God created her 

this way. She gave thanks to God, 

and said that most important were 

the values she learned in her house 

with her mother. She said she will 

never forget that, and she will con-

tinue living with these values. 

 It is surprising, because 

even in a beauty contest, when we 

suppose they only care about ap-

pearances, her answer was spiritual 

because she talked about human 

values and the creation of God. It is 

interesting because in a contest 

based on the material world she 

talked about family, God, and hu-

man values. It means God is not 

unfashionable, and He speaks to 

modern human beings. 

 If we talk about God and 

we have faith, we live under His 

grace, protection, and orientation. 

For this reason, why would we 

want to change God's creation, 

especially human being? And why 

deny the existence of God only 

because we, fully, can't prove His 

material existence?  And why would 

we want to destroy human values 

like marriage? 

 In the United States the rate 

of divorce is more than fifty percent 

of marriages. For example, in Wis-

consin in 2009, there were 5.3 mar-

riages per 1,000 people and 3.0 di-

vorces per 1,000 people. This points 

to seemingly insurmountable diffi-

culties, because in marriage couples 

make a vow to live together until 

death but many people can't do this. 

Why? They have many reasons, and 

one of them is they don't live under 

the direction of God. Sometimes 

despair takes the place of hope in 

God, which transcends all despair. 

 Why do we humans want to 

change our nature? You can say it is 

easy for Miss Universe, who said she 

didn't want to change anything about 

herself. After all, she is the most 

beautiful woman in the world ac-

cording to the contest. But you are 

forgetting something. You are the 

creation of God, you are beloved by 

God, and in His Son Jesus Christ 

you are His son or daughter. This 

also means you have all the rights 

and duties of a son or daughter of 

God. You are beautiful because you 

belong to God, you are part of the 

will of God, and you can share your 

life with God if you want to. 

 On the other hand, there are 

movements to banish God among us, 

and these movements may have in-

fluence our lives. For example, don't 

believe anymore in marriage, just the 

couple living together without God's 

blessing. 

 Once the philosopher Nie-

tzsche said “God is dead. God re-

mains dead. And we have killed 

him.” And he began one of many 

movements against God, and until 

now these movements have found 

echo in our lives when we live as if 

God does not exist. 

 The existence of God is 

undeniable. We can't prove it posi-

tively like science, but we can see 

His effect on human society. 

  The material and the spir-

itual in our lives must combine be-

cause we are not only material, we 

are spiritual, too. We cannot to live 

only preoccupied with material 

things but we must remember spir-

itual things as well. It is easy to see 

when material and spiritual are sepa-

rated; just look around you and you 

will see the atrocities of material 

slavery.    

Miss Universe: Material and Spiritual 

By Sergio Matumoto, SCJ (Brazil) 
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Miss Universe 

“I would not change my body” 



ARTS 

    

  Haiku 
      
     By Sergio, scj 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Light brown and green, both. 
          In the forest mixed colors. 

          Autumn is coming. 
 
 

  
           For Your Love, My Lord 

By Fr. Florent Emmanuel KANGA, SAC 

(Cameroun) 
 

Everything I am, I am for you... 
Everything I've done in my life,  
I've done it only for your love. 
That's what my lips say. 
 
                         I know that you love me, 
                       But while I'm in trials, 
                      My hope flies away 
                     I love you just as a child a candy 

 
My love lies, my love dies 
And lasts just like a flower 
And my hope resembles a mushroom 
When I feel like a motherless child. 
 
                                 While you are on my side 
                                Why do I melt and fell? 
                               Never leave me alone 
                              otherwise, my life is done, 
 
I'll love you just as I do now, 
Your heart's my only home. 
Let your grace bring me home. 
And in hope, my life will move. 

By Mario Alquejay 


