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Dear Fr. Vien, 

 

At the beginning of the day I received your news of the death of Fr. Ed Kilianski. On behalf of 

the general councillors and on my own our condolences to the entire USA Province, as well as 

to his family and friends. May he rest forever in the Peace of God.  

During the recent visit to the Province, I had the opportunity, as you well know, to talk with 

him. It was an endearing dialogue, where what I did most was listen and contemplate the 

testimony of a disciple of the Heart of Jesus, passionate and grateful for his vocation. During 

his service as provincial, I had the opportunity to have a lot of communication with him on 

various topics. I always perceived in him an honest man, wanting to offer the best of himself to 

the Province and the Congregation. In the last times, despite being very aware of the seriousness 

of his situation, he never lost the will to move forward, but yes, with serenity, without trying to 

force in any way what God saw fit to ask of him. 

I remember that he told me how much he would like to be able to say goodbye to his friends, 

celebrate another Christmas and be able to follow another season of his American football team. 

The Lord called him, precisely, in the middle of that trip that he wanted to make. He reached 

the goal. Ed ran his race well.  

I would like to share with you some excerpts from a letter he sent me last August. I keep it as a 

treasure and a model of the spirituality that we SCJs are called to live: 

 

*** 

“I have learned a great deal about forgiveness and reconciliation these past five + years as 

provincial superior.  That’s what we Dehonians are called to do.  

Being patient with my many health issues has taught me a lot.  At times I have felt like Job.  Just 

when I think things are going well I am afflicted with something else!   

It also lessens my ability to sleep at night which then effects my work and ministry (as much as 

I try not to let it affect me). The doctor has tried medications and physical therapy without much 

success.  It causes intense pain when I am wearing the leg.  

Believe me, I am not complaining. I can only think of Acts 9:16 when God says of Paul: “For I 

will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” Also, like Paul, I feel like I 

have been given “a thorn in the flesh”. With a spirit of humility, I truly accept whatever 

suffering I have received as an act of oblation in the spirit of Fr. Leo John Dehon. 
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     I pray for you often my brother and hope that you are blessed with health, compassion and 

wisdom as you serve our congregation as Superior General. I humbly ask for your prayers as 

well.” 

 

*** 

 

Let us bless the Lord for the gift of his life and for allowing us to have him as a brother and 

friend. 

 

Fraternally, in Corde Iesu, 

 

Fr. Carlos Luis Suárez Codorniú scj 

Superior general 


