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Prayer 

 

Lord, today I come to your tender Heart,  

to you who have words that inflame mine,  

to you who pour out compassion on the little ones and the poor,  

on those who suffer and on all human misery.  

 

I desire to know You more,  

to contemplate You in the Gospel,  

to be with You and to learn from You  

and from the love with which You let Yourself  

be touched by all forms of poverty.  

 

You showed us the love of the Father  

by loving us without measure  

with your divine and human Heart.  

 

Grant to all your children the grace of an encounter with you.  

Change, mold and transform our plans,  

so that we may seek You alone in every circumstance:  

in prayer, at work, in encounters and in our daily routine.  

 

And from this encounter, send us on mission;  

a mission of compassion for a world  

in which You are the source from which all consolation flows.  

Amen.  
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I. Introduction 

Good afternoon.  

I thank Fr. Joseph Mukuna, SCJ, Director of the Dehon Study Center of the US Province 
and the Dehon Book Club for the opportunity to address all of you at this conference or 
colloquium. Thank you.  

For me it has been a real satisfaction and a grace to be able to work these years in the 
General Postulation. It has been a grace to get to know these brothers who have preceded 
us, to delve into their exciting lives and their writings, which clearly express the lived 
experience of our Dehonian charism. 

In his apostolic exhortation “Gaudete et exultate” on the call to holiness in the 
contemporary world, Pope Francis affirms that: “the Holy Spirit pours out holiness 
everywhere on God's holy and faithful people, because ‘God did not wish to sanctify and 
save men individually and without any bond between them, but he wished to constitute 
from them a people, who would recognize him according to the truth and serve him in 
holiness’ (LG 9)”1. 

 

 

II. Postulator’s work in the General Postulation 

The Postulator has two specific tasks2: 

− to exercise the office of juridical representative of the Actor of the Cause before the 
Dicastery for the Causes of Saints and the competent ecclesiastical authorities; 

− to promote and coordinate activities useful for spreading knowledge of the Servant 
of God and his intercession. 

 
During these seven years, I have been committed to promoting the reputation of sanctity 
and martyrdom of our candidates. The actions undertaken in this regard are: Various 
biographies, biographical notes, prayers, prayer cards and other resources; materials and 
resources on the Congregation’s website; Contact with the Superiors of the Entity; 
articles, conferences and courses; Dehonian Memorial Day; Prayer vigil for Dehonian 
vocations. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Pope Francis, Gaudete et exultate (March 19, 2018), 6. 
2 Postulator’s Regulations (October 11, 2021), 3. 
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III. How does one become a saint? Phases of a Cause of 
Beatification and Canonization 
 

A. Diocesan phase 
 

I. Preliminary phase of the diocesan investigation 
- Colloquy with the bishop to initiate a cause:  

o To establish the object of the Diocesan Investigation: heroic virtues and fame 
of sanctity or martyrdom 

o To establish who will be the actor, the postulator and the vice-postulator of 
the cause 

 

II. Initial Phase of the Diocesan Investigation 
- Presentation of the Libellus of Petition to the Bishop 
- Consultation of the Bishop:  

1. to the Episcopal conference and to the Bishops of the Region close to his 
diocese 

2. to Rome (Congregation for the Causes of Saints) 
3. to the faithful of his diocese 

- Acceptance of the Libellus of Petition by the Bishop (after having obtained the 
approval of the three consultations) 

1. Declare the beginning of the Cause 
2. Appoint three Officers for the diocesan investigation: Episcopal Delegate, 

Promoter of Justice, Notary. 
- First session and opening of the Cause 

 
III. Documental evidence collection phase 

After the first session (or opening session), documental or testimonial evidence is 
collected.  

Documental evidence 

- Published writings 
The postulator and vice-postulator hand on to the Bishop the writings published by the 
Servant of God. The Bishop appoints two theological experts to study the writings. 

- Other writings: unpublished and other documents. 
A history commission made up of three history experts collects all these writings of the 
Servant of God. 

IV. Phase of testimonial evidence collection 
- Collection of testimonies and interrogations to the testimonies. Interrogations. 

Carried out by the Diocesan Investigation Officers: Episcopal Delegate, Promoter of 
Justice, Notary. 
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V. Final Phase of the Diocesan Investigation: Closure of the Investigation 
- Publication of the minutes of the diocesan investigation 
- Publication of the Declaration on the non-cult of the Servant of God 
- Preparation of the original copies of the minutes (2 copies) 
- Translation (of the minutes, if necessary) 
- Final Closing session of the diocesan investigation 

 

VI. Sending of the acts of the Diocesan Investigation to Rome: Dicastery for the 
Causes of Saints 

- Internal material in the boxes: Closed and sealed material: two copies of the acts 
of the Diocesan Inquiry and an authenticated copy of the published writings of the 
Servant of God in his original language. 

- External material in the boxes: An external inscription explaining the contents, an 
envelope containing a letter addressed to the Prefect of the Dicastery, the 
Instrument of Closure, an act explaining and certifying the contents of the boxes 
and a declaration of the Closure of the boxes being sent. 
 

B. Roman phase 
 

I. Receipt and study of the minutes of the Diocesan Inquiry 
- Presentation of the acts 
- Approval of the appointment of the Postulator 
- Opening of the boxes containing the acts of the Diocesan Inquiry 
- Decree of Validity of the Investigation 
- Appointment of the Relator of the Cause and presentation of the external 

collaborator. 
 

II. Preparation of the Positio 
- Elaboration of the Positio 
- Delivery of the Positio to the Dicastery 

 

III. Study of the Cause 
- Session of the Historical Consultants 
- Congress of Theological Consultors 
- Session of Cardinals and Bishops Members of the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints 

 

IV. Final Judgment on the Case 
- Audience with the Pope 
- Promulgation of the Decree of Beatification 
- Beatification Ceremony 
- Apostolic Brief of Beatification 
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C. Appendix 
 
I. Titles used in the process 
- Servant of God 
- Venerable - Servant of God 
- Blessed  
- Saint 

 

II. Canonical Iter of a Cause 
- Servant of God during the diocesan and Roman phase 
- Venerability: recognition of the heroicity of the virtues or of the Martyrdom 

o (Miracle to reach the beatification: not in case of martyrdom; yes in the 
virtues and fame of sanctity, also in the offering of life) 

- Beatification 
o (Necessity of a miracle for all: martyrdom, heroic virtues and in the offering 

of one’s life) 
- Canonization 
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IV. Causes in which the general Postulation works 

Currently, the General Postulation has 2 causes in the diocesan phase and 6 causes in the 
Roman phase. 

 

a. Causes in the Diocesan Phase 
 

1. Msgr. Wittebols3 

Activity and Status of the Cause 

The opening session of the Diocesan Inquiry was held on November 26, 2014 in Wamba. 
The work in the diocesan phase pertains to the diocese. 

 

2. Fr. Francisco Geraedts4 

Activity and Status of the Cause 

The general postulation is currently working with Fr. Josemar Lima, vice-postulator, to 
present the Petition (Suplex libellus) (elaboration of a biography, collection of 
testimonies, summary of the fame of sanctity and signs) to the bishop of the diocese of 
Palmares to officially initiate the diocesan investigation on the virtues and fame of 
sanctity. 

 

 

 

 

 
3 Bishop Joseph Wittebols, born April 12, 1912, in Etterbeek, Belgium, made his first religious profession 
in the congregation of the Priests of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in 1932. Ordained a priest, he embarked 
for the Congo in the fall of 1938. In Stanleyville (Kisangani), he was in charge of establishing Sacred Heart 
College, which he directed until 1949, when he was appointed bishop of the new apostolic vicariate of 
Wamba. Under his leadership as a dynamic, generous and enterprising pastor, the vicariate experienced 
a period of prosperity.  He devoted special care to the Sisters, among whom was the virgin and martyr, 
Maria Clementina Anuarite. After a long ordeal of torture, humiliation and harassment, he was 
assassinated in Wamba, Nov. 26, 1964. He had written, “We have not given ourselves until we have given 
ourselves unreservedly and without limit. Total donation to God”. 
4 Father Francisco Geraedts arrived in Brazil on Oct. 18, 1910, at the age of 29. A young Dutch priest from 
Swalmem, he became a religious on September 22, 1905, in the city of Sittard and was ordained a priest 
on July 17, 1910, in the Belgian city of Louvain. Responding to the congregation's call to successfully 
continue an already established mission in Brazil, he left for an unknown land, where he worked 
intensively, developing his missionary pastoral work in several places in the Church of Brazil. In Água 
Preta, beginning in 1927, he lived out his priestly vocation intensely, becoming parish vicar, developing a 
differentiated and creative pastoral work, which quickly earned him popularity and a reputation as a 
miracle worker, according to the newspapers circulating at the time. In 1953 he died. Father Francisco's 
achievements left a valuable legacy to the parish community of Água Preta. 
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b. Causes in the Roman Phase 
 

1. Blessed Juan María de la Cruz5 

Activity and Status of the Cause 

In recent years, abundant material (triduum, intercessory prayer, comic, biography) of 
the Blessed has been translated into various languages on the occasion of the 20th 
anniversary of his beatification (March 11, 2001). Various resources are being prepared 
to celebrate the 25th anniversary of his beatification, which will take place in 2026.  

A miracle through his intercession is expected, so that his canonization can be studied. 

 

2. Venerable - Servant of God Jean León Dehon6 

Activity and Status of the Cause 

Throughout these six years, the promotion of the holiness and charism of our Founder has 
been reinforced through writings, letters, events, remembrances of his birth and death, 
anniversaries (150th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood - December 19, 2018), 
vigils and prayers. We are preparing for the celebration of the centenary of his death 
(August 12, 2025). It is interesting to report that the Postulation has received news of 
several miracles and graces.  

As we know, on August 30, 2006 the beatification of Father Dehon was postponed 
indefinitely (lungo dilata). The cause belongs directly to the Secretariat of State, because 
the entire process in the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints has been completed. The 
interlocutor is the Superior General himself. In recent years, conversations have been held 

 
5 Blessed Juan Maria de la Cruz Garcia Mendez was born on September 25, 1891 in San Esteban de Los 
Patos (Avila - Spain). He soon felt the call to the priesthood and entered the seminary in Avila. He was 
ordained a priest and exercised his ministry as parish priest in several centers in that diocese. In 1926, 
after meeting Father Zicke, founder of the Dehonian seminary in Puente la Reina, he made his profession 
in the Congregation of the Priests of the Sacred Heart. In Puente la Reina, for nine years, he committed 
himself to providing daily sustenance for the seminarians and animating their vocation. With the outbreak 
of civil war, he moves to Valencia in search of refuge. He is arrested while watching in horror the burning 
of the church of Santi Juan. Despite being dressed in plain clothes, he does not hide his condition and 
exclaims, “I am a priest.” A month later, on the night of August 23, 1936, he was killed along with other 
imprisoned men in Silla (Valencia). On March 11, 2001, he is beatified by John Paul II. His memory is 
celebrated on Sept. 22; he is invoked as “patron of Dehonian vocations”. 
6 Father Leo Dehon was born in La Capelle, France, on March 14, 1843. At the age of 21 he graduated in 
Civil Law in Paris, but his vocation was not to be a lawyer. A little later, and against his father's plans, he 
goes to Rome to study theology. He is ordained a priest at St. John Lateran on December 19, 1868. He is 
a direct witness to the First Vatican Council, in which he participates as a stenographer. He returns to the 
diocese of Soissons, at St. Quentin. Here he sees the social and religious needs of the town and initiates 
some initiatives: the St. Joseph Patronage, St. John College, a Magazine. In this way, he intends to address 
the social deficiencies he sees around him. In 1878 he founded the Congregation of the Priests of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus (SCJ). He dedicates the rest of his life and all his efforts to it. He died on August 12, 
1925, in Brussels. In his spiritual testament he leaves a great gift: “I leave you the most wonderful of 
treasures. The Heart of Jesus”. 
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with the Secretariat of State, the Dicastery and the Bishop of Soissons to resume and 
reactivate the beatification. At these meetings, two volumes of various articles (old and 
new) explaining Fr. Dehon's anti-Semitism were submitted. We received no response. 

 

3. Venerable - Servant of God Aloísio Boeing7 

Activity and Status of the Cause 

The Cause was initiated and promoted by the BRM Province in 2013 following the path of 
the Virtues and the fame of holiness. The Positio Super Virtutibus will be delivered in 2019. 
The Decree of Venerability was promulgated by Pope Francis on February 23, 2023 and 
on April 17, during a Eucharist of thanksgiving, the Decree was read in Nereu Ramos 
(Brazil). The Postulation then took up the cause on May 24, 2023. We are currently 
promoting the knowledge of his figure and his reputation for holiness in our Congregation 
(Dehonian Memorial, materials translated into several languages,...). We are working 
together with Leo Heck and Sister Edena, both from Brazil, on various resources and on a 
possible miracle.  

The cause for beatification needs the recognition by the Dicastery of a miracle attributed 
to the intercession of Father Aloísio. 

 

4. Servant of God Andrés Prévot8 

Activity and Status of the Cause 

To study the Positio super Virtutibus (delivered in 1996), the Peculiar Congress of 
Theological Consultors was held on February 24, 2015. There were many doubts about 
his figure as a priest who does not respond to a current model of living the priesthood 
and who did not have a reputation for holiness either in the Congregation or outside it. In 
the last six years we have promoted the knowledge of the figure of Fr. André by recovering 
elements of his life and spiritual experience: love for the Eucharist, untiring prayer and 

 
7 Father Aloísio Boeing was born on December 24, 1913 in Vargem do Cedro, São Martinho - Santa 
Catarina, Brazil. At the age of 11 he entered the Sacred Heart of Jesus Apostolic College in Brusque. He is 
ordained a priest on December 1, 1940 in Taubaté. In 1956 he founded the Novitiate of Our Lady of Fatima 
in Jaraguá do Sul, serving as novice master for 20 years and also founding the Marian Fraternity of the 
Heart of Jesus there in 1974. His life was marked by faith and mercy. He became a great friend and 
counselor to many people and communities, leaving a legacy of compassion and love for others. He died 
on April 17, 2006, at the age of 92. The beatification process began in 2013 and the decree of heroicity of 
virtues was approved on February 23, 2023. 
8 Father Andrew Prévot was born in Le Teil (France) on November 9, 1840. In 1885 he entered the 
Congregation of the Priests of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. He was Master of Novices, then Provincial 
Superior and Assistant General. Throughout his religious life he consecrated himself to the love of the 
Heart of Jesus and to reparation. He practiced mortification; he loved the interior life and continuous 
prayer and was animated by an ardent zeal for the salvation of souls. Habitual was his union with God 
and he had great devotion to the Eucharist and Mary. Self-denial and austerity of life were harmonized 
with charity, patience, gentleness and goodness. Her books transfuse all her spiritual physiognomy, 
humble, serene and confident. He died in Brugelette (Belgium) on November 26, 1913. 



 9 

Adoration, reparation for priests in difficulty, spiritual accompaniment, servant of 
reconciliation in confession, master of novices at the service of others, doing everything 
possible so that the measure of charity always overflows. Good news was the transfer of 
the mortal remains of Father André from Asten (Holland) to St. Quentin (France) on June 
13, 2023. 

The Session of the Congregation of Cardinals and Bishops took place on December 13, 
2022. With several doubts, the case was presented to the Holy Father on December 17, 
2022. He decided “un lungo dilata” (“a long delay”) for the Cause, so it cannot continue 
“ad ulteriora”. Doubts were expressed such as: the excessive austerity exercised towards 
novices and brothers; the rigorist inclination in the observance of chastity; exasperatingly 
rigid tones in his relationships with female figures; and doubts about the suitability of the 
Servant of God as an example of a priestly figure for the present times. 

 

5. Servant of God Martino Capelli9 

Activity and Status of the Cause 

In these six years, the Postulation have carried out various events to spread the fame of 
the martyrdom of Fr. Martino Capelli, such as the commemoration of the 75th anniversary 
of his martyrdom (October 1, 2019); he was killed in Monte Sole (Bologna - Italy) together 
with Salesian Fr. Elia Comini. 

The Cause began in the 1990s in the path of the Virtues and the fame of sanctity in the 
diocese of Bologna. In 2009, the Positio Super Virtutibus was delivered. However, the 
Postulation has always believed in the martyrdom of Fr. Martino Capelli and for this 
reason on February 14, 2019 asked the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints for recognition 
of martyrdom. It worked together with the Salesian postulation and the Positio super 
Martyrio was delivered on March 20, 2020 at the Dicastery. The Congress of Historians 
took place, with a positive opinion, on December 17, 2020. After several events, the 
Peculiar Congress of Theologian Consultors took place on December 12, 2024. Now we 
are waiting for a meeting of Bishops and Cardinals in the Dicastery to study and present 
the cause of martyrdom to the Pope. 

 

 

 

 
9 Born in Nembro (Italy) Sept. 20, 1912, became a Dehonian religious in 1930, ordained priest in 1938. 
After studies at the Biblical Institute and Urbanian University in Rome (1939-43), he taught theology at 
the SCJ Studentate in Bologna from 1943. For his dedication to the people oppressed by the Nazi-Fascist 
invasion by assisting and bringing religious comfort to the wounded, together with a Salesian, Fr. Elia 
Comini, he was arrested on Sept. 29, 1944, by the Nazi SS in Pioppe di Salvaro (a village near Bologna). 
On Oct. 1, 1944, he was shot and then finished off with hand grenades, along with 44 other victims. 
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6. Servant of God Bernardo Longo10 

Activity and Status of the Cause 

The Cause of Fr. Bernardo Longo began in 1993 in the diocese of Padua, taking the path 
of virtue and reputation for holiness. The cause arrived in Rome in 1999. After a long and 
laborious discernment carried out by several postulators general of our Congregation, 
convinced of the martyrdom of Fr. Longo, and also taking into account his fame of 
martyrdom, in the year 2021 we asked for the change of the motto from virtues to 
martyrdom. 

At the request of the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, a diocesan inquiry on the 
martyrdom of Father Longo was held in Padua. At the diocesan tribunal, new historical 
evidence was collected and various witnesses were examined. 

In the diocese of Padua, on November 3, 2023, the complementary diocesan investigation 
on the martyrdom of Father Longo was concluded. The documents (3,000 pages) were 
deposited at the Dicastery on November 10 and their opening took place on December 5. 
The “Positio super Martyrio” has been drafted and presented to the relator of the Cause 
at the Dicastery (December 2024) to be read and corrected. It has been approved by him 
and by the General Relator of the Dicastery. In the month of March, the corresponding 
copies of the Positio were delivered to the Dicastery for its study in the near future. 

 

  

 
10 Born in Pieve di Curtarolo, Italy, in 1907, he entered the Priests of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and was 
ordained a priest in 1936. Two years later he was in the Upper Congo, in a region he described as “home 
of the Walesse, pygmies and elephants.” Beginning in 1950, he worked in Nduye, which would become 
his mission, his love, his martyrdom. A missionary with a generous and dynamic heart, poor among the 
poor, he multiplied initiatives in support of evangelization and for the human and spiritual promotion of 
the people. In the maelstrom of the Congolese revolution, he wanted to remain among his flock. 
Surrounded by armed and threatening Simba, he says, “We accept death as an act of love, for the 
salvation of these people and the pygmies.” Struck by a spear to the chest, he died at the gates of 
Mambasa, Nov. 3, 1964. 
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V. Disclosure 
 

- The Postulation wishes to make an effort to make known our candidates who are 
in the process of beatification and canonization through: prayers, vigils, making 
cards, publishing their main writings,.... 

- The creation of a space on our website to spread the fame of sanctity of our 
“saints”. 

- The organization and equipping of the Father Dehon Museum. 
- Promotion as pilgrimage destinations: Puente la Reina (Spain): tomb of our 

Blessed; La Cappelle - St. Quentin (France) - Brussels: places where our Founder 
was born, lived and died; Monte Sole Mountain (Bologna-Italy): place of 
martyrdom of Father Martino Capelli; Wamba and Nduye (Congo): places of 
martyrdom of Father Longo and Msgr. Wittebols; Nereu Ramos - Jaraguá do Sul 
(Brazil): tomb of Father Aloísio; Aqua Preta (Province of Recife - Brazil): tomb of 
Father Francisco Geraedts. 

- The celebration of anniversaries in these coming years can be moments to develop 
knowledge and devotion: 80 years of the martyrdom of Father Martino Capelli 
(October 1, 2024), 60 years of the martyrdom of Father Longo (November 3, 2024), 
100 years of the death of Father Dehon (August 12, 2025); 25 years of the 
beatification of Blessed Juan María de la Cruz (March 11, 2026); 150 years of the 
first profession of Father Dehon and the birth of the Congregation (June 28, 2028), 
25 years of the death of Father Aloísio Boeing (April 17, 2031). 

- The many “saintly” Dehonian confreres, who are examples of exemplary Dehonian 
life, are not known. A challenge will be to obtain various information to make their 
stories known, as an example of being Dehonian. 

- Things to do for the Centenary: 
o Small subsidies about our Blessed, Venerables and Saints. As an example 

the magazine that the Brazilians made for the Dehonian memory of 2024. 
o Simple materials about our charism. 
o Make a list and small biographies. Dehonians who inspire us. 
o Prayers of our candidates (written by them). Postcards. 
o Organization of Triduums, Prayer Vigils,... 

- Everything that the US Province wants to do to make known and promote the fame 
of sanctity of our candidates or other religious. 

 

 

Rome, June 6, 2025. 

 

Fr. Ramón Domínguez Fraile, scj. 

Postulator General. 


